Accurate staging of lung cancer is mandatory for identifying subgroups of patients when the impact of surgical treatment on the disease is being analysed, and for avoiding thoracotomies that will not result in complete resection. Only then can comparisons between surgical series be made and the influence of additional treatment assessed.2" 22 Overall survival in patients with lung cancer treated surgically has not changed over many years and some form of effective additional treatment is urgently needed. For effects to be detected careful studies of large numbers of patients will be needed. Many British surgeons, however, according to survey, will need to abandon their present habits and begin to stage the disease accurately; otherwise the impact of any treatment will remain impossible to evaluate.
This survey shows that the disease stage of many patients treated by surgery for lung cancer in the United Kingdom is unknown even after operation. We would suggest that many surgeons must change their practices and fully stage every patient's disease so that unproductive surgery is avoided and a rational assessment of the benefit of surgery may be made.
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